James 4: 1-10
James 4:1  -  From whence come wars and fighting among you?  come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?
The Jews were a very seditious people.  They were always rebelling against their masters, the Romans.  They would war and fight against the Romans, but the problem with them was that they were never united.  They would be fighting among themselves.  Apparently, they brought this warring mentality among themselves in the church. 

Question: Where did this warring mentality in the church come from?
......................................................................................................................................................

Question: What is lust?   What lust did the Jews have?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 2:  Ye lust, and have not : ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.
Ye lust, and have not. Consider the case of Ahab.  He lusted for the vineyard of Naboth.  He had great wealth and yet he desired to have Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings 21: 1-5).  Lust is unquenchable.  He had and he wanted more.  Following the advice of his wicked wife, Jezebel,  Ahab had  Naboth killed so that he could possess the vineyard.

Question:  People kill to satisfy their lust, but do you think they will ever be satisfied?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Question:  Why can't people obtain what they want?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 3:  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

Question:  Why don’t people receive even if they ask of God?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Question:  What are the best things to ask for?

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................  

Verse 4:  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?  whosoever therefore will be a friend of world is the enemy of God.  
Who are the adulterers and adulteresses here?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

What is the World?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Is worldliness external or internal?  1 John 2:15,16
......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 5:  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? (See also Gen 6:5, Rom 3:10-12)

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 6:  But He giveth more grace.  Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
How does the Lord treat the humble?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
What does grace mean here?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

What favours have we received from Him?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
How does God posture Himself towards pride?  

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

What happened to Lucifer when he was filled with pride?  What happened to Adam and Eve when they succumbed to the pride of life?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

How is pride demonstrated in our life?
......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 3  Who are the people who do not have their prayers answered?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 7 What is the secret of victory over sin and worldliness?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
What does submitting to God mean?

It means submitting ourselves to God’s will.  God’s will has a few aspects.  When we deal with submitting ourselves to God’s will, there are 2 aspects of God’s will that we are to focus on:

Ÿ His preceptive will and His permissive will.

· What is meant by His preceptive will?

His preceptive will is reflected primarily by His 10 commandments, summed up positively by our Lord Jesus Christ in Matt 22:37-40  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all they soul, and with all they mind.  This the first and great comand.  And the second is like unto it,  Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  On these two commandments hand all the law and the prophets.  If we say we are submitting to His will, then we have to reflect this submission by obedience to His laws.  There are no two ways about it.

· What is meant by His permissive will?

The operation of His permissive will is best illustrated by His permitting Job to be afflicted by Satan.  You would recall that in one single day,  Job lost his 7 sons and 3 daughters and all his property.  Job lost wealth, health and his children.

· Why did he suffer all that he suffered?

He suffered because because God permitted it.  Satan could afflict Job only because God allowed it.  Did God know that Job was going to pass all his trials with flying colours?  Of course,  He knew.  Let us therefore take comfort in this truth that our lives are in God’s hands.  Nothing happens to us by chance.  Even the very hairs on our head and body are numbered by the Lord and can call without His permission.

· Did Job actually pass with flying colours?

Yes, he did.  When he lost his wealth and children, you know what he said?  In Job 1:21 he said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:  the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.

- When he had also lost his health, what did his wife tell him to do?

Curse God and die.  Job 2:9.  But, what was Job’s reponse,  But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.  What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?  In all this did not Job sin with his lips.  Job 2:10

- While he felt depressed, and while he complained, he never once cursed God.  Did he understand that God was allowing him to suffer the way he suffered?

No.  But, he still submitted himself to God.  All his friends told him that his sins were the cause of his sufferings.  That was of course not true.  His sufferings were actually due to the universal conflict between the forces of evil under the hand of Satan and the forces of good under the hand of God.

· God had allowed the sufferings to come upon Job, so that out of the fiery trials, he would come forth as gold.  Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.  Job received much blessings from God.  He grew to know his God better.  He saw the greatness of God through his trials.  At the latter part of Job’s life God blessed him with a full life.  God gave him another family.  He gave him another 10 children (10 sons and 3 daughters) and doubled the wealth he had at the beginning.  Job 42:12 says,  So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning. 

· Remember Romans 8:28.

· Was Job submissive to God’s preceptive will?

Yes, he offered sacrifices for his sons for fear that they had sins that were not cleansed.  Then upon hearing the news of the death of his children and loss of his wealth, he rent his robe, fell upon the ground and worship God.  See how worshipful he was.

· How submissive are we to the will of God?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 7: What is the next step to have victory over sin and worldliness?  (also 1 Peter 4:7)
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
· How to resist the devil?  Ephesians 6:13-18

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
· What happens the devil do when we resist him as prescribed by God’s Word?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 8:  What is one practical step to take to submit to the Lord?  Will He turn us away?  How do we know that He won’t?  Think of His promises.  Matthew 11:28,  John 6:37,  Hebrews 4:16.

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................

· What does drawing nigh mean?
......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 8:  What condition must we be in, in order that we may draw nigh to God?

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 9:  What else must we do in order that we may be able to draw nigh unto Him?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
But what must we mourn and weep over?

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 10:  What happens to those who are humble?

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
Lessons:

1. How does God deal with the proud and with the humble?

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

2.   What is the secret for overcoming sin and worldliness?

......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................
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